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settled on Pie Lady Services..Barty's reading and writing skills appeared to be related to his talent for math, as well. To him, language was first phonics, a sort of music that
symbolized objects and ideas, and this music was then translated into written "syllables using the alphabet-which he saw as a system of math employing twenty-six digits
instead of ten..A moment later, in the corridor, as Nolly locked the door to his suite, Kathleen linked her right arm through Vanadium's left. "Do I call you Detective
Vanadium, Brother, or Father?".Murder itself was easy, but the aftermath was more draining than he had anticipated. Although the ultimate liability settlement with the state
was certain to leave him financially secure for life, the stress was so great that he wondered, in his darker moments, if the reward would prove to be worth the risk..He had
nothing against Negroes. He didn't wish them ill. He wasn't prejudiced. Live and let live. He believed that as long as they stayed with their own kind and abided by the rules
of a polite society, like everyone else, they had a right to live in peace..Yes, he suspected that he would require a great deal of rest to prepare himself for this vixen. Even in
her loose white uniform and stodgy rubber-soled shoes, she was an incomparably erotic figure. She would be a lioness in bed.."You sounded as though you were in a lot of
distress. You were frightened of this Bartholomew."."--and we're from different worlds, which I respect. I respect you and your wonderful family ... your centeredness, your
certainty. I want to do this only because it's what I owe you.".Junior assumed the dead girl had come from a family of stature in the Negro community, which would explain
the stonecarver's accelerated service. Vanadium, according to his own words, was a friend of the family; consequently, the father was most likely a police officer..Although
Junior was free of the superstitions that Naomi, in her innocence and sentimentality, had embraced, he wept without pretense..After undressing for the night, he sat on the
edge of the bed for a while, rubbing the coin between the thumb and forefinger of his right hand, brooding about Thomas Vanadium. He tried rolling it across his knuckles;
he dropped it repeatedly..Had he ever thought he could get away with this? He must have been delusional, temporarily mad..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the
Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking one-just one-refreshingly repellent canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for real art
and the vicious emotional whirlpool of despair and disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope, surrounded by people who seemed to like
everything from the paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent even one day of their lives brooding about the inevitability of
nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and he felt more alone and threatened than eyeless Samson
chained in Gaza..The quarter, surely. The one that had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous Friday..Sapphires and emeralds, dazzling gems
set in clearest white, ebony pupils at the center. Beautiful mysteries, these eyes, but no different now than they had ever been, as far as she could tell..Agnes's faith told her
that the world was infinitely complex and full of mystery, and in a peculiar way, Barty's talk of infinite possibilities supported her belief and gave her the comfort to sleep.
Monday morning, New Year's Day, Agnes carried two suitcases out of the back door, set them on the porch, and blinked in surprise at the sight of Edom's yellow-and-white
Ford Country Squire parked in the driveway, in front of the garage. He and Jacob were loading their suitcases into the car..This morning, as Barty stood to one side
listening, his mother asked Maria for poems by Emily Dickinson..Junior had no idea who the driver of the Buick might be, but he hated the tall lanky son of a bitch because
he figured the guy was humping Celestina, who would never have humped anyone but Junior if she had met him first, because like her sister, like all women, she would find
him irresistible. He felt that he had a prior claim on her because of his relationship to the family; he was the father of her sister's bastard boy, after all, which made him their
blood by shared--progeny..Indeed, as Celestina and the kid reached the foot of the steps to this second house, Bartholomew pointed, and the woman turned to look back.
She appeared to stare straight at the Mercedes, though the fog made it impossible for Junior to be sure.."Nick," he suggested, as though any reason existed for her to be on
a first-name basis with the man who killed her husband. "I wasn't drinking. ".Dr. Lipscomb brought his hands to his face, covering his nose and mouth as earlier they had
been covered with a surgical mask, as though he were in danger of drawing in, with his breath, an idea that would forever change him..As "It is." From a desk drawer, Nolly
withdrew an envelope and put it on top of the offered cash. "I'm returning five hundred of your thousand retainer." He pushed everything back toward Junior..In the front
seat, Edom and Jacob murmured agreement with the narrator's sentiments. Monday night, Edom and Jacob booked adjoining units in a motel near the hospital. They called
Barty's room to give Agnes the phone number and to report that they had inspected eighteen establishments before finding one that seemed comparatively safe..When
Celestina first entered his ICU cubicle, the sight of his face scared her in spite of the surgeon's assurances. Gray, he was, and sunken-cheeked-as though this were the
eighteenth century and so many medicinal leeches had been applied to him that too much of his essential substance had been sucked out..But the boy played no tricks
against his father. He took his beatings in silence and learned to hide his gift.
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